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Natural Resources Trust.—S. 623 would au-

thorize the appropriation of $25 million for 
the Secretary of the Interior to make annual 
contributions to the Natural Resources 
Trust, a nonfederal corporation (currently 
known as the Wetlands Trust). The amount 
to be contributed in any fiscal year would 
equal 5 percent of the amount appropriated 
in that year for the Red River Valley Water 
Supply Project and for non-Indian munic-
ipal, rural, and industrial water supply sys-
tems. CBO estimates this provision would 
cost $6 million between 2000 and 2004. 

Recreational Projects.—The bill would au-
thorize the appropriation of $6.5 million for 
the Bureau to construct, operate, and main-
tain new recreational facilities, provided 
that the Secretary of the Interior has en-
tered into agreements with nonfederal enti-
ties to provide half of the cost of operating 
and maintaining any such facilities. CBO es-
timates that implementing this provision 
would cost about $1 million between 2000 and 
2004.

Oakes Test Area Title Transfer.—S. 623 
would authorize the Secretary to convey the 

Oakes Test Area, an experimental irrigation 
facility in North Dakota, to the local 
irrigators. The Bureau currently spends less 
than $200,000 annually to operate and main-
tain the facility. These amounts are subject 
to appropriation and are reimbursed by users 
of the facility. Reimbursements are depos-
ited in the Treasury as offsetting receipts 
and are unavailable for spending without ap-
propriation action. Based on information 
from the Bureau. CBO expects that the title 
transfer would occur during fiscal year 2002. 
Starting in that year, this provision would 
yield annual discretionary savings of less 
than $200,000. 

DIRECT SPENDING 
Offsetting Receipts from Repayment Con-

tracts.—Under current law, the GDU water 
supply features are not expected to be put 
into service, and thus will not generate off-
setting receipts from repayment contracts. 
According to the Bureau, under S. 623 the 
unit would be placed into service during 2007 
and the agency would start to collect repay-
ments from project beneficiaries in that 
year. Repayments would be deposited in the 

Treasury as offsetting receipts and would be 
unavailable for spending without appropria-
tion. CBO estimates that these receipts 
would total about $7 million a year starting 
in 2007. 

Oakes Test Area Title Transfer.—CBO esti-
mates that under the bill, the Secretary 
would transfer ownership of the Oakes Test 
Area to local users in 2002. This transfer 
would reduce offsetting receipts that are col-
lected from irrigators under current law to 
reimburse the Bureau for operating costs. 
Thus, CBO estimates that this provision 
would reduce offsetting receipts by less than 
$200,000 a year starting in 2002. 

Pay-as-you-go considerations: The Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act sets up pay-as-you-go procedures for leg-
islation affecting direct spending or receipts. 
The net changes in outlays that are subject 
to pay-as-you-go procedures are shown in the 
following table. For the purposes of enforc-
ing pay-as-you-go procedures, only the ef-
fects in the budget year and the succeeding 
four years are counted.

By Fiscal Year, in Millions of Dollars 

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

Changes in outlays .................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ¥7 ¥7 ¥7 
Changes in receipts ................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Not applicable 

Estimated impact on state, local, and trib-
al governments: S. 623 contains no intergov-
ernmental mandates as defined in UMRA. 
Under current law, and under the amend-
ments made by this bill, the state of North 
Dakota and local governments in that state 
would provide some of the funds necessary to 
construct and to operate and maintain the 
authorized facilities. All such spending 
would be a condition of federal assistance 
and would be voluntary. 

Estimated impact on the private sector: 
This bill would impose no new private-sector 
mandates as defined in UMRA. 

Estimate prepared by: Federal Costs: 
Megan Carroll; Impact on State, Local, and 
Tribal Governments: Marjorie Miller. 

Estimate approved by: Peter H. Fontaine, 
Deputy Assistant Director for Budget Anal-
ysis. 

f 

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE 

Mr. HELMS. Madam President, at 
the close of business yesterday, 
Wednesday, November 17, 1999, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $5,690,918,151,426.47 
(Five trillion, six hundred ninety bil-
lion, nine hundred eighteen million, 
one hundred fifty-one thousand, four 
hundred twenty-six dollars and forty-
seven cents). 

One year ago, November 17, 1998, the 
Federal debt stood at $5,586,021,000,000 
(Five trillion, five hundred eighty-six 
billion, twenty-one million). 

Five years ago, November 17, 1994, 
the Federal debt stood at 
$4,752,752,000,000 (Four trillion, seven 
hundred fifty-two billion, seven hun-
dred fifty-two million). 

Ten years ago, November 17, 1989, the 
Federal debt stood at $2,918,126,000,000 
(Two trillion, nine hundred eighteen 
billion, one hundred twenty-six mil-
lion) which reflects a doubling of the 
debt—an increase of almost $3 tril-

lion—$2,772,792,151,426.47 (Two trillion, 
seven hundred seventy-two billion, 
seven hundred ninety-two million, one 
hundred fifty-one thousand, four hun-
dred twenty-six dollars and forty-seven 
cents) during the past 10 years. 

Mr. BYRD addressed the Chair. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from West Virginia is recognized. 
Mr. BYRD. Madam President, I 

thank the Chair. 
Madam President, what is the matter 

before the Senate?
f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The pe-
riod for morning business has expired. 
The normal business before the Senate 
would be the bankruptcy bill. 

Mr. BYRD. I thank the Chair. 
Madam President, I ask unanimous 

consent to speak out of order. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered.
f 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES FOR 
THE HON. TED STEVENS 

Mr. BYRD. Madam President, I want 
to call attention to the fact that today, 
November 18, 1999, is the birthday of 
the very distinguished chairman of the 
Senate Appropriations Committee, my 
friend. I would like to say lifelong 
friend; I just haven’t had the pleasure 
of knowing him all of my life. The day 
after tomorrow, I will be 82 years old, 
if the Lord lets me live. So I can’t say 
he is my lifelong friend, but he has 
been my friend over all the years he 
has served in the Senate. 

I wish him a happy, happy birthday. 
He is a Senator who doesn’t look up to 

the rich. He doesn’t look down on the 
poor. He is a good man on the inside 
and on the outside. And he is a man 
who sticks by his principles. 

He is a Republican. I am a Democrat. 
But neither he nor I puts political 
party above everything else. We know 
that political party is important, but 
there are other things in this life that 
are even more important. He recog-
nizes that. His handclasp is like the 
handclasp of our ancestors. His word is 
his bond, as was the word of our ances-
tors. 

I could say much more. I will simply 
say he is a Christian gentleman, a gen-
tleman first, last, and always. My wife 
Erma and I extend to him our very best 
wishes on his birthday and our prayers 
and hopes that he will enjoy many, 
many more happy birthdays. 

He is rendering a tremendous service 
to his country and to his State. I hope 
the people of Alaska realize what a 
treasure this man is. He works for 
Alaska every day in the Senate. We 
know that. He is effective. He is force-
ful. He is genuine. 

Erma and I join in wishing him a 
happy birthday and expressing our 
good wishes also to his lovely wife, 
Catherine, and to his children. 

I yield to the distinguished majority 
leader. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

Mr. LOTT. Madam President, I thank 
Senator BYRD for yielding me the time. 
I join in wishing a very happy birthday 
to our friend from Alaska. He makes 
the Senate a better place. He keeps us 
lively. He works hard. He makes sure 
we get our job done, and he does it with 
a lot of alacrity sometimes. He will get 
right up in your face and make sure 
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